[Clinical use of thiopental in post-ischemic encephalopathy; preliminary report].
Twenty patients suffering from post-ischaemic encephalopathy were treated with high doses of barbiturates during the period immediately following resuscitation. The duration of cerebral ischaemia was assessed retrospectively. The degree of ischaemic damage was evaluated on the one hand by the pupillary signs seen 10 minutes after the reestablishment of the circulation and secondly by enzyme levels in the CSF. This barbiturate load was not associated with major complications and the excretion of barbiturate continued for several days. The clinical signs seen 12 hours after ischaemia and continuous observation of the tracing of the cerebral function monitor made it possible to give an early favourable prognosis from a neurological standpoint. In all the patients (apart from one) in whom there was total cerebral ischaemia for less than 10 minutes, neurological recovery was complete.